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from foster care into permanent homes.
States have reinvested these bonuses to en-
hance their adoption and child welfare pro-
grams, which has resulted in an unprece-
dented 79 percent increase in adoptions from
28,000 in 1996 to 50,000 in 2000.

Although we have made dramatic advances
in encouraging adoption, we must strengthen
our efforts to find a safe, loving, and perma-
nent home for every child awaiting one. One
important way to advance towards this goal
is to ease the financial burden on families
that adopt children. The tax relief bill that
I signed into law earlier this year extends and
increases the adoption tax credit for qualified
expenses from $5,000 to $10,000 per child.
The new law also increases the tax credit for
adoptive parents of children with special
needs from $6,000 to $10,000 per child, re-
gardless of expenses. Parents who adopt chil-
dren with special needs will benefit from this
meaningful tax credit because it will help
cover unique adoption costs.

Ensuring the provision of post-adoptive
services also plays an important role in facili-
tating successful adoptions. I support the
Promoting Safe and Stable Families pro-
posal, currently before the Congress, which
would improve post-adoptive services by
prioritizing research and evaluation for these
services and establishing systems to ensure
that they are available to meet the needs of
adoptive families. In addition, this proposal
provides for education and training vouchers
to children adopted after the age of 15.

Adoptive parents have a special calling—
sharing a loving home with children in need,
offering them hope for a brighter future.
Federal, state, and local governments must
continue supporting these quiet heroes as
they make the considerable sacrifices and re-
ceive the countless blessings of parenthood
that come from providing a child with the
chance of a lifetime—an upbringing in a
happy and healthy home.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2001,
as National Adoption Month. I call on all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adop-

tive families and to participate in efforts to
find permanent homes for waiting children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 7, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 8.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Emergency
Response Funding for the
September 11 Terrorist Attacks
November 5, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, today I have authorized
transfers from the Emergency Response
Fund totaling $902 million for emergency re-
covery and response and national security ac-
tivities listed in the enclosed letter from the
Deputy Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. As provided in Public Law
107–38, $900 million of these funds will be
made available to agencies 15 days from the
date of this transmittal and $2.3 million will
be made available to the Department of the
Treasury immediately.

These funds are in addition to the $8.8
billion that I previously authorized for trans-
fer and will allow our Government to con-
tinue to address the consequences arising
from the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001.

I urge the Congress to enact without delay
the $20 billion in critical defense and domes-
tic needs that I requested on October 17th.
My Administration does not intend to seek
additional supplemental funding for either
domestic or defense needs for the remainder
of this session of Congress.
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The details of these actions are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget. I concur with his comments and ob-
servations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Satellite Remarks to the Central
European Counterterrorism
Conference
November 6, 2001

Well, thank you very much, Mr. President.
It is a real pleasure to be back in Warsaw,
this time by telecast. I had a wonderful visit
to the region in June, and I know I’m among
friends today.

I thank all the nations of Central and East-
ern Europe at this conference. You are our
partners in the fight against terrorism, and
we share an important moment in history.

For more than 50 years, the peoples of
your region suffered under repressive
ideologies that tried to trample human dig-
nity. Today, our freedom is threatened once
again. Like the Fascists and totalitarians be-
fore them, these terrorists—Al Qaida, the
Taliban regime that supports them, and other
terror groups across our world—try to im-
pose their radical views through threats and
violence. We see the same intolerance of dis-
sent; the same mad, global ambitions; the
same brutal determination to control every
life and all of life.

We have seen the true nature of these ter-
rorists in the nature of their attacks. They
kill thousands of innocent people and then
rejoice about it. They kill fellow Muslims,
many of whom died in the World Trade Cen-
ter that terrible morning, and then they gloat.
They condone murder and claim to be doing
so in the name of a peaceful religion.

We have also seen the true nature of these
terrorists in the nature of the regime they
support in Afghanistan, and it’s terrifying.
Women are imprisoned in their homes and
are denied access to basic health care and
education. Food sent to help starving people

is stolen by their leaders. The religious
monuments of other faiths are destroyed.
Children are forbidden to fly kites or sing
songs or build snowmen. A girl of 7 is beaten
for wearing white shoes. Our enemies have
brought only misery and terror to the people
of Afghanistan, and now they are trying to
export that terror throughout the world.

Al Qaida operates in more than 60 nations,
including some in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. These terrorist groups seek to desta-
bilize entire nations and regions. They are
seeking chemical, biological, and nuclear
weapons. Given the means, our enemies
would be a threat to every nation and eventu-
ally to civilization, itself.

So we’re determined to fight this evil and
fight until we’re rid of it. We will not wait
for more innocent deaths. We will not wait
for the authors of mass murder to gain the
weapons of mass destruction. We act now be-
cause we must lift this dark threat from our
age and save generations to come.

The people of my Nation are now fighting
this war at home. We face a second wave
of terrorist attacks in the form of deadly an-
thrax that has been sent through the U.S.
mail. Our people are responding to this new
threat with alertness and calm. Our Govern-
ment is responding to treat the sick, provide
antibiotics to those who have been exposed,
and track down the guilty, whether abroad
or at home.

And we fight abroad with our military, with
the help of many nations, because the
Taliban regime of Afghanistan refused to
turn over the terrorists. And we’re making
good progress in a just cause. Our efforts are
directed at terrorist and military targets be-
cause, unlike our enemies, we value human
life. We do not target innocent people, and
we grieve for the difficult times the Taliban
have brought to the people of their own
country.

Our military is systematically pursuing its
mission. We’ve destroyed many terrorist
training camps. We have severed commu-
nication links. We’re taking out air defenses,
and now we’re attacking the Taliban’s
frontlines.
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